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Demianiuk O.  
 
VOLYN AND VOLYNIANS IN THE MILITARY POLICTICS OF THE 

SECOND RZECZPOSPOLITA IN 1930’S  
 

Various aspects of involving Volynians, as citizens of the Second Rzeczpospolita, 
in compulsory military service in the Polish Army and mobilization measures carried 
by the state on the eve of World War II have been considered. The attitude of Polish 
political and military leadership towards the military service locations and types of 
units for Ukrainians, including Volynians, has been clarified. In this context, priority 
was given to cavalry, artillery, and infantry. Fewer Volynians served in aviation, 
engineering, and logistical units. Service in communication, armored, and railway 
units, as well as medical units, was more of an exception than the rule. 

The main reasons for the change in attitude towards Volynians-Ukrainians in the 
Polish army in the late 1930s have been identified. The most important one was the 
growing threat of German military invasion from the west, and from the second half 
of the 1930s, the Soviet invasion from the east. Therefore, during this time, the 
number of Volynians in Polish military units in the eastern part of the country 
increased, the number of Ukrainian-origin non-commissioned officers and officers 
grew, and Volynians started to appear in the Border Guard Corps and were involved 
in financial contributions to the military. 

Measures taken by the leadership of the Second Rzeczpospolita and the command 
of the Polish Army to carry out fortification works in the territory of Volyn 
Voivodeship under the threat of military aggression by Soviet republics have been 
analyzed. Information about the creation of defensive fortification lines in the 
voivodeship and the role of Polish military units in guarding the eastern border of the 
state has been provided. 

Quotes from the memoirs of participants in these events have been included, 
allowing us to understand their personal perception of separate aspects of Volyn’s and 
Volynians’ place in the military plans of the Second Rzeczpospolita in the 1930s. 

Key words: Volyn Voivodeship, Volyn, Volynians, military history, Second 
Rzeczpospolita, Polish Army, Ukrainian-Polish relations, World War II. 

 


