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Demianiuk O.  
 

LOSS OF COMBAT CAPABILITY OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY 

IN  1917  (VIA  EXAMPLE  OF  THE  11th  ARMY  OF  THE  

SOUTHERN-WESTERN FRONT) 
 

Forming a general picture of the combat actions during the World 

War First (the Great War) on the Eastern Front, domestic scientists 

studied separate military operations, the course of hostilities, military-

political events that took place at that time and influenced the situation 

on the fronts. 

Instead of this, the article deals with the problems associated with 

the loss of combat capability of those military units of the Russian army 

which were fighting in the South-Western Front (via example of the 

Russian 11th army). 

The protracted nature of the World War First changed the attitude to 

the military confrontation not only of the civilian population, which was 

burdened with military duties, but also of the military officers (mostly 

of the soldiers). In 1914, instead of a patriotic enthusiasm, 

disappointment and gradual awareness of the worthlessness of 1917's 

combatting came. 

The revolutionary processes of 1917 intensified a number of 

negative changes in the military units of the Russian army, what, in its 

turn, led to a decrease in the combat readiness of the imperial troops. 

The rise of Bolshevik agitation in military units led to the radicalization 

of the views of soldiers, sailors and officers, and, as a result of this, 

cases of desertion, sabotage of command orders, abandonment of 

martial law, looting and similar actions became more frequent. These 

and other factors led to the necessity of scientific research on the 

materials related to the activities of the military units of the Russian 

army in 1917. 

We note that the sluggish course of the war in 1917 and agitation in 

the  combat  units  of  various  political  forces  did  their  job  –  the  army  

began to lose discipline and, hence, its combat capability. The 

revolutionary mood captured by the army, including by the 11th army, 

led to the collapse of the Eastern Front and further conclusion of the 

truce. 

Keywords: Southern-Eastern front, 11th army, Ukrainian Central 

Council, Russian troops, Bolshevik's agitation. 


